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Here i n n o r t h e a s t e r n Ohio i s the' place' where 
a major t a t t l e o f the American I n d o c h i n a vfar. 
happened. Cn I..ay 1, 1970, Kent St a t e L n i v e r s i t y 
c a t a e u l t e d from o t s c u r i t y to n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n 
when f o u r studentn were k i l l e d t y the Ohio 
N a t i o n a l Guard. • • • 

WliilT HAPPEI-IED IN 1970 
On A p r i l 30, 1970 f r e s . Nixon had ordered t r o o p s 

i n t o Cambodia, e s c a l a t i n g the Vietnam Gar i n t o 
the r e s t o f Indochina. Peorle across the c o u n t r y 
tu r n e d out t o c r o t e s t . 

A f t e r a tense weekend, KSU students held a 
oeaceful r a l l y on Konday, Kay Th i s l e g a l 
g a t h e r i n g was dispersed by the N a t i o n a l Guard. 
Suddenly Troop G turned and f i r e d a I 3 second 
v o l l e y o f 76 shots a t st u d e n t s from 70 to 700 f e e t 
away. Four f e l l dead; n i n e were v/ounded. 

I n the f o l l o v / i n g weeks student s t r i k e s shut 
down 760 u n i v e r s i t i e s across the U.S. and l e d to 
the v/ithdrav/al o f U.S. t r o o p s from Cambodia w i t h i n 
.60 days. 

L i k e the shootings o f bl a c k s t u d e n t s a t South 
C a r o l i n a S t a t e a t Orangeburg i n I968, and Jackson 
S t a t e College i n Miss, two weeks a f t e r the shoot­
i n g s a t Kent - America had turne d i t s guns on 
i t s own c h i l d r e n . The U n i v e r s i t y d i d n o t even send 
l e t t e r s o f condolence t o the f a m i l i e s o f the 
s l a i n . I " i • ' 

RECENT DEVELOPIMCNTS • ' ' ' • 
In the:'7 years since I97O students and f a c u l t y ' 

have commemorated t h i s event w i t h c a n d l e l i g h t 
v i g i l s , rriemorials and r a l l i e s . Suddenly t h i s ,'| 
y^ar, students learned t h a t plans were w e l l under- ' 
v/ay to nut a n h y s i c a l education b u i l d i n g on the ,; 
olace where the guard maneuvered and f i r e d a t 
the st u d e n t s . This huge b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s l a n d ­
scaping would i r r e ^ ^ a r a b l y d i s t o r t the s i t e , making , 
the scene i'lipossible t o r e c o n s t r u c t . '( 

Since i t f i r s t became u u b l i c l a s t f a l l s tudents ( 
have t r i e d t o have the b u i l d i n g s i t : changed. ' 1 
I n May, a f t c r the boa.rc! of t r u s t e e s refused t o 

• • . • i 

c o n s i a e r the s t u d e n t s ' concprns. Tent C i t y was 
e s t a b l i s h e d to demonstrate t h e i r coamitment t o 
rese r v e t h a t h i s t o r i c s i t e . 

b r i g i n a l l y c o n s t r u c t i o n was t o begin i n e a r l y 
J u l y . The e f f o r t s o f the iiay E C o a l i t i o n and 
o t h e r s u r p o r t e r s o f p r e s e r v i n g t h i s h i s t o r y have 
s u c c e s s f u l l y ])revented t h i s t hrough growing sup-
n o r t i n Kent and the n a t i o n , c o u r t l i t i g a t i o n 
and the n o n - v i o l e n t c i v i l disobedience o f n e a r l y 
300 people. 

HOW MUCK LONGER J I L L YOU EE ABLE TO VISIT AND 
APPRECIATE THIS SPECIAL PIACE IN HISTORY? 

Kent Stat'=' i s l o c a t e d o n l y 8 m i l e s from Ohio . . ,7 
T u r n r i k e E x i t I3, and E miles n o r t h o f Rt. 76 
hetv/een Youngstown and Akron. KSU i s 1/E m i l e 
east o f do'/vntown Kent on Rt. 59- Turn r i g h t 
through the arch onto Midway Dr. and park i n 
P r e n t i c e l o t . A l t h o u g h t h e r e i s a c o u r t i n j u n c t i o n 
a g a i n s t going on the c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e , t h i s 
doesn't mrevent you from co'iiing up to the pagoda 
area t o see where the i n c i d e n t occurred and r e ­
c o n s t r u c t t h a t h i s t o r i c day. 

be hope you w i l l take advantage o f t h i s 
O T ' U o r t u n i t y . 


